Introductory-college had for some time existed on the Tiber ; from Ethelwulfs Roman visit dates not only the completion of its buildings and endowments, but, according to tradition, the institution of Peter's Pence. During that residence abroad the English king found a second wife in Judith, the daughter of Charles the Bald. Hence his prolonged absence from his realm and the consequent unpopularity which faced him on his return.
The next Anglo-Continental marriage in high places was two hundred years later when, in 1035, the Princess Gunhild, King Canute's daughter, became the bride of the Emperor Henry III. Of all the Anglo-Continental episodes in this century, none associates itself with events of more importance than the rivalry between the Saxon party under Godwin and his sons and the French faction, largely stimulated by the foreign bishops, favourites of Edward the Confessor. Hence followed the peaceful visit of William of Normandy and the alleged promise whose violation led to the Norman Conquest.
After the events of 1066 it became an absolute certainty that an anti-French policy would prevail. A lately arrived invader, formerly the chief vassal and now the rival of the French king, could not be other than the enemy of his suzerain. Subsequent events, combined to emphasise the estrangement between the rulers of the two countries. Germany, Spain and Guienne entered actively into the situation. A national era of commercial competition opened. The bonds of amity uniting Spain and Guienne on the one hand with England on the other deepened and
broadened the  separation of England from France.
g